96                           INTRODUCTION
A full program for the needed reform cannot be outlined in
this place. There is no reason why this branch of law should
not enjoy the abundance of legal devices, characterizing
modern private or penal law.
3. Internationalization
Against the expectation of a priori theorists, it is remarkable
to what extent conflicts rules are able to serve in many
countries, once relieved from the burden of local legal tech-
niques and related to situations in actual life. The modern
means of communication, the organization of international
trade, the progress of science, and some general trends in the
evolution of social policy, provide a common basis. An un-
biased examination of the actual facts represented by an in-
ternational sale, an employment contract, a claim for work-
men's compensation, or a negotiable instrument payable to the
holder, should and will result in similar solutions everywhere.
As a matter of fact, there exists a truly international consider-
ation of all these and many other matters, which encounters
few obstacles in national legal peculiarities but many in
doctrinal traditions.
Here it is that comparative research again comes in to
indicate whether and, if so, to what extent unification or mutual
reconciliation is feasible and desirable. In one respect, this
statement requires qualification. With little justification, the
comparative method is often suspected to favor imitation of
alien ways and to sacrifice national characteristics. The facts
are to the contrary.09 Not infrequently, foreign institutions,
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